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The International Camellia Society (ICS) is a non-profit organization devoted to 

the genus Camellia, founded in April 1962. Portugal has been an ICS Region 

since 1980, and currently with 118 members, living mainly in the north of 

Portugal. Most camellias are found in northern Portugal, which is said to provide 

the best climatic and soil conditions for them in all Europe, and also further 

south up to the region of Coimbra, north of the river Mondego. There are also 

camellias in Sintra (near Lisbon) and in a restricted area in the Algarve (Serra 

de Monchique) as well. In the Azores, there are beautiful camellia gardens, and 

the Blandy Gardens in Madeira are also worth visiting.Other regional ICS 

Websites can be visited at: The Region Benelux The Region Germany/Austria 

The Region Spain The Region  Australia. 

Some Portuguese Camellias 

                                 
         C. japonica Duarte de Oliveira                                          C. japonica Eng. José Gil 

                                
 C. japonica Dona Maria Helena Van-Zeller                              C. japonica Angelina Vieira                        

                                                                    

                                               

Contacts:  

Joana Andresen Guedes - Director of ICS-Portugal 

e-mail: jandresenguedes@gmail.com  

Sigrid Jensen Leite de Faria - Membership Representative of ICS-Portugal 
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e-mail: fariasigrid@gmail.com  

Camellias in Portugal ï Gardens and Other Points of Interest 

 

Porto is known as the ñCity of Camelliasò since 1880, and of the 376 

Portuguese varieties, more than 330 were obtained in the 19th century. 

Portugalôs most famous horticulturist, José Marques Loureiro, wrote in 1882 that 

the first camellias arrived in Porto between 1800 and 1810, ordered by some 

well-known local amateurs. There is no written evidence of the existence of 

camellias in Portugal before that time, although there are quite a few 

monumental specimens. Moreover, camellias are represented in Portuguese 

17th century tiles and pottery, and 18th century guilded carved wood. Then in the 

late 1800ôs and beginning of the 20th century, camellias are painted by famous 

naturalist painters mainly from Porto. In the region of Celorico de Basto (district 

of Braga) there are some remarkable old topiary formal camellia gardens worth 

visiting.   

 

 

                           

 

                       

 

                              In Porto there are camellias everywhere,  

even peeping out of many garden wallsé 
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1. Some Camellia Gardens: 

Map with the Districts of Portugal 

 

  

 

                                 

Porto  

Porto ï Casa Burmester, Casa das Artes, Casa Mendes de Almeida (Fac. 

Arquitectura), Casa Primo Madeira, Casa Tait, Cemitério de Agramonte, Cemítério do 

Prado do Repouso, Colégio N. Sra. de Lourdes (Villar), Comissão de Coordenação da 

Região Norte, Fundação de Serralves, Fundação Eng. António de Almeida, Jardim 

Botânico, Museu Nacional de Soares dos Reis, Museu Romântico, Palácio de Cristal, 

Parque da Cidade, Parque de S. Roque da Lameira, Quinta da China, Quinta de Villar 

dôAllen, Quinta das Virtudes, Rotunda da Boavista, Viveiros Municipais/Horto das 

Areias. 

Águas Santas ï Quinta do Castelo da Granja 

Amarante ï Casa da Calçada 

Leça do Balio ï Quinta do Alão 

Matosinhos ï Casa do Ribeirinho 

Penafiel - Casa de Ronfe, Quinta da Aveleda, Quinta da Tapada 

Santo Tirso - Casa do Casal (Refojos), Jardins Municipais, Escola Agrícola 

Açores 

Madeira 



Vila Nova de Gaia - Casa dos Condes de Resende, Quinta de Campo Belo, Quinta do 

Fojo (Devesas), Quinta dos Frades (Oliveira do Douro), Quinta da Lavandeira (Oliveira 

do Douro), Quinta de Mourães (Crestuma), Quinta de S.Inácio de Fiães, Viveiros Mário 

Mota (Carvalhos). 

 

Aveiro  

Luso - Jardim do Buçaco  

S. Bernardo ï antiga Quinta da Patela 

 

Braga 

Braga - Palácio dos Biscaínhos, Santuário do Bom Jesus, Cerca do Mosteiro de 

Tibães (Mire de Tibães) 

Barcelos -Quinta de Curvos  

Celorico de Basto - Casa do Campo, Casa da Gandarela, Solar do Souto, Quinta do 

Prado  

Fafe - Casa do Souto 

Famalicão ï Casa de Boamense (Cabeçudos) 

Famalicão - Casa do Mosteiro de Landim (Landim) 

Guimarães - Casa do Costeado, Cerca do Convento de Santa Marinha da Costa, Paço 

de São Cipriano (Tabuadelo), Palácio Vila Flor 

Vizela ï Parque das Termas de Vizela 

 

Faro ï Albergaria Abrigo da Montanha (Serra de Monchique) 

 

Funchal - Madeira 

Funchal - Quinta do Palheiro (Blandy Gardens) 

 

Lisboa 

Sintra - Jardim de Monserrate, Parque da Pena 

 

Ponta Delgada ï Açores 

Ponta Delgada - Jardim do Pal§cio de Santôana,  

Furnas - Jardim José do Canto, Parque Terra Nostra.  

Conceição de Capelas ï Quinta da Cruz de Pau 

 

 

Viana do Castelo 

Monção - Palácio da Brejoeira  

Ponte do Lima - Casa Conde de Aurora 

 

Vila Real 

Casa de Mateus  

 

Viseu 

Penalva do Castelo - Casa da Ínsua 

Nelas ï Casa de Santar 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The very ancient camellia at Campobelo, V.N. Gaia (Porto) 

 

 

 

 
Jardim Botânico do Porto: 500 metres of huge camellia hedges! 

 

 

 

                      


